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SAMUEL L. ELUSMENF ELD

A front-pagcsUry in whe Mew ¥ ork Times conve ys the sag-
gering suggestion that nearly halfthe American people ower
25 may be functionally illiteraie.  Samuel I Blumenfild,
author of How & Start Your Owa Private School—And Wy
Fou Meed One, 2nvithesimation s even morecr itic 2l with the
SEINECT generalion

“Mever have 50 many children spent 50 much time in
schoal, and neverhave wie had so much fonciional ilieracy,”
Mr. Blumenfeld declares. *Fouring mone money oo the
public school will nd change a thing unless the crocial
matier of ingruction methods is dealt with in as honest and
fonhright 3 mamer a5 possible, regardless of the vested
interesis of any publisher or group of e xibook writers who
Al s happen 1o be professons of sducation.™

Bolumez nfeld makes the shocking discovery that™ forthe last
forty yearsthe nosmal childrenof Amcrica have been zught
i read e a method [the look-say or whole word me thod)
originally conceived and usad inthe sarly 1800" s toteach the
deaf how o read, & method which has leng since: besn
discardedby theieachers of the deaf it hemaebves 25 inadequate
and ouimaded.” Yetiodsy the vast majoriy of children ame
silll being tzught 1o read by his same method.

Few people realize that in the vwo docades since Budoelf
Flesch ipnisedthe sight- resding controssersy, the sdwation has
s=rgzned. Blumenfzld shows that whileFlesch gained public

poniwith WhyfohnayCan’ tRead, professlom ) educaions

| the texibook e sisblishment were onmoved.  And Johmny

v ez, wiorse.

Jlumenfeld prescnts the case for a retum o phonics. Bu
b poes fanher. He shows panents how they can prepare their
¢ ldren for school — and sdulilife — by tewching them Lo

read g5, This book provides a step-by-step primes
Ehat m can use-—even with preschosl childnen.
Blym 50 gives & glossary of terms and an appendix

that £nn & layman to evaluste the major reading -
bocis. M sreniscan judge for themselve s the reading in-
wroction the  children are gedting in school. Or nod geming.
Tamnot  Fofessiona] edocaior,” the author admits. Bui
“tis beok  1d never have been writien byone. He would
i Condinuedon back Tap)
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from front flap)

have been too close to the scene, too inhibited by fears con-
cemming  own career, too involved the very people
and methods he would have had to criticize. It had to be
written by someone outside the profession, someone who
felt deeply enough about the subject to be 1o do the

ofresearch that was Concemed parents (and
disillusioned teachers) will find that Blumenfeld, who has
spentall of  professional life with the written word, has
done that job superbly.

Previous literature on this subject is written in profes-
sional jargon, for professionals. The NewIlliterates presents
areading program without mumbo-jumbo. Any parent can
use it. And should.

About the Author

Medford Evans has called Samuel L. Blumenfeld “one
of the three best writers in this country on the subject of
public education.” After you read this book, may de-
cide he is the best! Blumenfeld’s other five books on
education have eammed him a reputation for accurate
reporting, objective andrefreshingcandorina

area often befogged by

Bom and educated in New York City, Blumenfeld
graduated from The City College of New York in 1950 and
worked for ten years in the New York book publishing

In 1970 he began writing full-time.

Mr. Blumenfeld’s other books include How To Tutor,
Is Public Education Necessary?, Alpha-Phonics: A
Primer for Beginning Readers and NEA: Trojan Horse
in American Education. He has taught in both public and
private schools, including a private school for children with
learning and behavioral problems.



Mark
Rectangle

Mark
Rectangle


EXPOSED —

“educational malpractice on a scale

that can only stagger the imagination
and shock the American people™

B How the child i made compleley
dependant — right thiough 10 juniar
high school — on confrolled-vocab-
Uary boaks. Whe benefils from his

M Relarded in reading: 1hrea-guaners
of the juvene dianders in New Yok
City

I How Ihe Army leaches young men
how 1o read — affer the public

schaols caHham hopakess

I How he sighl-vocabulary esiablish-
menl gol 15 siranglehold on 1he
leaching prolession. How il keaps
conlrol. Loblies

B The lengihs to which whole-word
advocales go 1o avoid mentioning
e letiers of the dphabet

Il Why lef-handed chidren ane pariicy-
lary harmead by the whole-word
o hoad

B Why children laughi by the whale-
wosd malhod don'l realize hey
should read frombali o righl

B The " Johmy™ Rudolf Resch wiole
about: now he's an adull. And he il
can'l nead

B ‘Wadler Cronkile wamns of he dan-
pers of a TV audiance hal is Wenala

B Why ha aducaiiona eslablishment
fights anyone who pushes relorm

B Why some children devdop ahared
fof school and disrespact iheir
kachers

W Why heusud definifons of iileracy
oe inadequale — and misdeading

PLUS 4 BONUSES FOR EVERY READER

BOMNUS 1: Ess y-to-understand primer, complete with atep-by-
step inatructions for teaching your preschool ghild to read at

homa.

BOMNUS 2: A glossary of educational and reading terma.
BONUS 3: Evaluationsa of the major tex thook seriea used tod ay.

BONUS 4: Full text of a dewsatating criique of tha look-sey,
whole-word teaching method — written 18441

We."

"F"IE‘lE}'FEfE-EII'I Wl i Bomeniiehd’s book Clesr and informeatve [FE"IIHJB‘I'# sellons
an e Fishory), and I shauid be very papulss *

“Triz baok wil rolse ihe hatkies of educatars afd perenils skl Wil et k-
pounde, wihalswer il Diases || deserves a respanse irom e adissln . ~deada

AWty Syle mak es interesin greading and molners willfig
larly iverestedin e clear s mstions an how I:E&:i'.i-wrrm'ﬁ' geriba rEad 1 home."

Library Joums!

LA = THEA, 51 Giohe
i, ONETS il D& pEriG L
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